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The University of California (UC) Essential Needs Research & Evaluation team administered a UC-wide online

survey (February-May 2025) to students who accessed Basic Needs services during the Fall 2024 term. Through the
survey, students provided feedback on the Basic Needs services offered on their campuses, as well as information

about their housing, food, and financial security, and mental health. The following is an infographic report of the

overall results.

2=t Responses per Campus

UC Davis 586 1 21%
UC Santa Barbara 437 i 16%
UC Irvine 340 12%
UC Berkeley 293 ' 10%
UC Riverside 285 ' 10%
UC Merced 281 | 10%
UC San Diego 210 | 8%
UC Los Angeles 167 |, 6%
UC Santa Cruz 125 | 4%
UC San Francisco 87 | 3%

Total Responses 2,811
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Housing and Food Insecurity During Fall 2024
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Almost 1in 10 (8%) students were unhoused (lacked a safe, regular.
and adequate nighttime place to stay and sleep)
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Trends in Depressive Symptoms
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Overall Stress Related to 2025 Federal Executive Orders
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Financial Stress during Fall 2024
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Felt stressed about personal finances

Had to share money with loved ones, family, and/or others

22%

59%

19%
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Hours Worked at a Job or Internship & Wages
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@ 54% of respondents
‘®] worked a paid job
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B Paid " Unpaid

Approximately 30% of undergraduate students have a
paid job or internship UC-wide (Source: UCUES 2024)
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! Average Wage for All Paid Work A
Campus Avg. Wage
UC San Francisco $29.98
UC Los Angeles $22.99
_UCBerkeley $21.61
UC Merced $21.11
UC San Diego $21.06
UC Santa Barbara $20.96
UC Riverside $20.85
UC Davis $20.73
UC Irvine $20.57
UC Santa Cruz $20.52
UC Average $21.33
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Campus Resource Utilization during Fall 2024
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Most Utilized Food Assistance Resources

Campus Food Pantry

CalFresh Assistance

Pantry Pop-Up

Snack Station

85%

22%

20%
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Campus Food Pantry Use
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Top Reasons

Did not want to run out of food

Ran out of food, worried to spend money to buy more

Use pantry to meet nutritional needs due to limited funds

4.4 avg. pantry visits
per month

49% reported the pantry

Wellbeing & Connection
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76% of students

reported at least one Basic
Needs resource reduced

feelings of stress or anxiety

689% of these students

indicated Food Assistance
as that resource

\' iIndicated Basic Needs

met their dietary needs
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w,-e 369% of all students
B

resources improved their
sense of belonging
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Top Basic Needs Barriers & Sources of Information
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Barriers to BN Access
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Student Exposure to BN Resources
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Food Pantry or
Basic Needs Staff
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